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‘Our Goals are Global Goals’ is an exhibition of photographs taken by past volunteers who have 
participated in the UCDVO Volunteering and Development Education Programme. The images reflect 
how the goals of UCDVO work to reflect those outlined by the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 
The winner of the 2016 photo competition will be announced during the Conference.

Graphic Recording is a method of capturing people’s ideas and conversations visually using images 
and words either on a large sheet of paper or digitally on a laptop or tablet. Hazel Hurley has a degree 
in International Development and Food Policy from UCC. While studying she became interested in 
the images and messages used to communicate development work and went on to study Graphic 
Design and Illustration for two years. Now she works as a freelance graphic designer and graphic 
recorder for non-profit organisations. She has a particular interest in sustainable living and when she 
is not drawing, Hazel is a chef in a vegetarian restaurant.

10.00  Registration & Networking

10.30 Welcome and Introduction (UCDVO)

10.40 Opening Plenary (Prof. Patrick Paul Walsh)

11.00 Story Telling with Darren Gill, Mary McGrane and Stuart Garrett, facilitated by Elaine Doyle

12.30 Q&A for speakers

13.00 Lunch [provided for all conference participants]

14.00 Workshops 

16.00 Opportunity Marketplace – speak directly to NGOs and academics

16.45 Graphic Harvesting Presentation & Announcing of Winners of Photo Exhibition

17.00 Close

Agenda

Thanks to our conference partners for supporting this event:

Concern Worldwide, Comhlámh and UCD International

Patrick Paul Walsh is the Chair of International Development Studies in University College Dublin, 
Ireland. He is also is a Chair of the Academic Steering Group, Global Association of Masters in 
Development Practice, Earth Institute, Columbia University, New York and a Senior Advisor, UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), New York.

He is a Government of Ireland fellow, a Marie Curie fellow of the European Commission, fellow of 
REPOA (Policy Research for Development) in Tanzania, fellow of IZA (Institute for the Study of Labor) 
in Germany and a fellow of RSA (Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and 
Commerce) in the UK.

He received a Ph.D. in Economics from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 
During 1992-2007 he worked in Trinity College Dublin. He left Trinity College Dublin as a Professor 
of Economics, College Fellow and Dean of Social and Human Sciences. He was a Visiting Professor 
at K.U. Leuven during 1997-1999 and a Research Scholar in the Department of Economics, Harvard 
University, during the academic year 2002-2003.During the Academic Year 2014-2015 he was a 
Visiting Senior Research Scholar at the Earth Institute and an Adjunct Professor at the School of 
International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, in New York. 

He participated in the UN Scientific and Technological Community Major Group during the Inter-
Governmental negotiations of what is now the UN 2030 Agenda. He contributed as part of the 
Scientific Expert Group to the last two editions of the UN GSDR, 2015 and 2016. 

He coordinates the UCD Ph.D. in Global Human Development which trains academic staff in East 
African Universities up to a Ph.D. level across in several subject areas. He also is the UCD Director of 
the TCD-UCD Masters in Development Practice.
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STORY TELLING WITH
RETURNED VOLUNTEERS

Facilitator

GARRETT
Stuart

UCDVO Haiti 2008, Nicaragua 2009, Delhi 2011, Uganda 2013-16
Stuart graduated from UCD in 2011 with a BSc in Phys-
iotherapy. He now works as a Senior Physiotherapist in 
the heart and lung surgery unit St. James’s Hospital. Stu-
art has been a member of the UCD Volunteers Overseas 
Board since 2013 and has worked with UCDVO annually 
since 2008 in Uganda, India, Nicaragua and Haiti. In 
2015, Stuart along with a group of other Irish healthcare 
professionals, founded the not-for-profit organisation 
‘CHEEERS: Developing Healthcare Together’ which is an 
Irish multidisciplinary professional volunteer sending 
organisation. For more information see: cheeersvolun-
teers.wixsite.com/cheeers 

Stuart is currently undertaking an MBA at UCD Michael 
Smurfit Business School and received the Aspire Scholar-
ship in 2016 in light of his not-for-profit work to date. 

Mary studied French and Music in UCD and during 
her final year she took part in UCDVO. Mary spent a 
month teaching English and living in an orphanage 
in Vijayawada, South India. This experience was life-
changing for Mary and she knew that she wanted a career 
which created tangible, positive social impact. Upon 
graduation in 2013, Mary worked in an Irish tech start-up 
and a global insurance company, for several months each 
to gain professional experience from the private sector. 

In October 2014, Mary attended the One Young 
World conference in Dublin and the following year 
she was elected as the One Young World Coordinating 
Ambassador for Ireland, which further motivated her to 
explore a career in the non-profit sector. Mary helped 
to generate over €2 million for the CMRF charity raised 
through corporate partnerships. Mary is currently 
undertaking a Masters in Management in UCD Michael 
Smurfit Graduate Business School and she hopes to get 
a job in the area of Corporate Social Responsibility or 
Sustainability upon graduation.

UCDVO South India 2013

McGrane
Mary

Elaine is passionate about sustainability in her working 
day and evening play. She is a Programme Education 
Officer with An Taisce Clean Coasts and has a small 
social enterprise selling seedbombs called Secret 
Seeds, an environmental alternative to giving a bunch 
of flowers. In her spare time she volunteers with EIL 
Intercultural Learning, she sits on the Board of Directors 
and is a member of the Global Education Committee. 
She is a member of the National Executive Committee 
of Engineers Without Borders Ireland, an organisation 
which is running the 'Where There is No Engineer' 
initiative in conjunction with Concern. 

She loves to travel and has spent time volunteering 
in Ghana and as part of the EIL Global Awareness 
Programme in Guatemala. She was the Irish runner up in 
the Ben & Jerrys Join our Core competition and pitched 
at the finals in Uganda. Her current adventure is being 
mammy to lovely new baby girl. She enjoys a good story 
and is looking forward to hearing yours.

Darren is a designer and manager with ten years of 
professional experience in the private and non-profit 
sectors in Europe, Sub-Saharan Africa, and the Caribbean 
with a focus on public interest design and urban 
planning. 

As a consultant, he is currently researching the 
socio-economic drivers that inform successful urban 
development processes in Haiti and Liberia. A graduate 
of architecture from UCD, Darren also recently 
completed a Masters in City Design and Social Science 
at the London School of Economics with a concentration 
on urban economics and governance. 

His interest and exposure to many of these issues began 
back in 2004 with UCDVO when he was involved with 
projects in India and Haiti.

UCDVO India & Haiti 2004 - 2010
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IN THE DEVELOPMENT SECTOR
Business and Finance

AND DEVELOPMENT
Global Health

AND ACTIVISM
Development

This workshop will explore the concept of financing for development and the different policies 
and processes used for resourcing development projects worldwide. It will provide an overview of 
some of the common approaches to development financing, such as government aid budgets, CSR 
programmes, philanthropy and fundraising campaigns. It will look at how students and graduates 
with backgrounds in commerce, economics, finance, business and marketing can utilise their skills for 
progressing the SDG Agenda. There will be inputs from companies and individuals working within the 
CSR and social entrepreneurship sectors.

This workshop will explore the topic of global health and some of the opportunities to engage in the 
sector through volunteering, jobs, internships and further studies. Breda Gahan, the Health and HIV 
Team Lead with Concern Worldwide will provide an overview of Concern’s Health Programme and 
share some of her experience from working internationally for the past 35 years. Dr. Niall Conroy is 
the Course Director at the Centre for Emergency Medical Science in UCD. He previously volunteered 
with VSO in Sierra Leone where he worked as a Paediatric Doctor.

This workshop will explore the opportunities for engineers and architects to contribute to sustainable 
development globally. Darren Gill will share his experience working in post-earthquake Haiti with 
Architecture for Humanity and Declan Alcock will provide an insight into his work with Engineers 
Without Borders Ireland.

Development Education is about exploring the root causes of many of the local and global issues we 
are currently facing. This workshop will look at how development education methodologies are used 
and why it is so important to have informed active citizens. It will explore opportunities for training 
in facilitation, activism and awareness raising. 

Prof. Paul Walsh

Breda Gahan

Darren Gill Declan Alcock

Gareth ConlonStephanie Kirwan

Chair of International Development Studies, UCD

Concern Worldwide Emergency Medical Science, UCD

Architect Director EWB-Ireland

ComhlámhDevelopment Perspectives
Dr. Niall Conroy

IN DEVELOPMENT
Architecture
and Engineering

Education

WORKSHOPSAFTERNOON



  WWW.CONCERN.NET

   WWW.COMHLAMH.ORG

CONCERN WORLDWIDE
Concern Worldwide is a non-governmental, international, humanitarian organisation dedicated to 
the reduction of suffering and working towards the ultimate elimination of extreme poverty in the 
world’s poorest countries. In 2015, Concern positively impacted the lives of 22.5 million people. Our 
work focuses on education, emergencies, health, livelihoods and HIV and AIDS. Concern currently 
has two main routes for volunteering overseas in a Concern country programme.  

COMHLÁMH
Comhlámh (pronounced “co-law-ve”, Irish for “solidarity”) is a member and supporter organisation 
open to anyone interested in social justice, human rights and global development issues.  While 
Comhlámh does not send volunteers on overseas placements, it provides a variety of diverse supports 
and services to volunteer development workers and volunteer development worker sending agencies.  
These services include upholding the Code of Good Practice, information on the different placements 
available, pre-departure training before placement and de-briefing or Coming Home Weekends on 
return to Ireland.

Comhlámh also organises events, activities and has member groups available to people including the 
First Wednesday debates, a Trade Justice Group, a Palestine/Israel Development Education Group, or 
a Focus Magazine editorial group. 

EU AID VOLUNTEER INITIATIVE

Concern is working in partnership with the EU on the EU Aid Volunteer Initiative. In 2017 Concern 
will deploy 5 EU Aid Volunteers to our country programmes in Malawi, Sierra Leone and Haiti. EU Aid 
Volunteer opportunities range from Monitoring and Evaluation positions to Social Protection, Urban 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Education.  Full details on the Initiative can be found at ec.europa.eu/
echo/what/humanitarian-aid/eu-aid-volunteers_en EU AID VOLUNTEER INITIATIVE

The EU Aid Volunteers initiative is an innovative instrument to complement the delivery of 
humanitarian aid, strengthen resilience and build capacities of local communities that are vulnerable 
to disaster. It brings together volunteers and organisations from different countries to work together 
in joint projects in areas such as resilience-building, early warning and disaster risk management, as a 
practical expression of solidarity with communities vulnerable to humanitarian crises. Candidates can 
be junior experts seeking to gain experience in the humanitarian sector or senior experts with over 5 
years of relevant professional experience. Sectors of work include Linking Relief Rehabilitation and 
Development, Disaster Risk Reduction, Resilience, WASH, Livelihoods, Food and Nutrition, Gender, 
Protection relating to Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons. Please contact Áine Lynch at Aine@
comhlamh.org  or Charlotte Toner at volunteering@comhlamh.org  for more information.

PROGRAMME SUPPORT OFFICER ROLES

The Programme Support Officer role is another route to volunteering overseas with Concern.  
Placement length can range 6 to 12 months with Volunteers based in any one of our country 
programmes. 

MARKETPLACE
OPPORTUNITY



CHEEERS: DEVELOPING HEALTHCARE TOGETHER 
Currently recruiting experienced, motivated and flexible allied health professionals to take part in its 
2017 programme, offering a unique opportunity to utilise your professional skills and knowledge to 
best support the efforts of staff in Kisiizi Hospital, Uganda.  Specifically, we are seeking allied health 
professionals with experience in paediatrics, neurology and/or acute trauma/orthopaedics, from 
the disciplines of physiotherapy, occupational therapy, clinical nutrition/dietetics and speech and 
language therapy (dysphagia training desirable) to best support the expressed areas of need from our 
partner, Kisiizi Hospital. Email Stuart Garrett, CHEEERS Chairperson.

  CHEEERS.CHAIRPERSON@GMAIL.COM

UCD CENTRE FOR HUMANITARIAN ACTION 
The Centre is located in the School of Agriculture and Food Science and its stated vision is as follows: 
A multi -disciplinary centre of excellence focused on the field of humanitarian action, recognised 
both nationally and internationally for the provision of the highest quality education and research.   
Current course offerings include: 

•  MSc Humanitarian Action – 16 month programme with an average of 25 students per annum. 
•  Introduction to Humanitarian Action RDev 10160 – elective module that has grown from 30 

students in 2013 to 125 students in 2015; and
•  Introduction to Politics in Humanitarian Action RDev 10170 – elective module 38 students in 

2015.

   WWW.UCD.IE/CHA

UCD SCHOOL OF POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (SPIRE)
UCD School of Politics and International Relations (SPIRe) is the oldest and the largest school 
of its kind in the Republic of Ireland. SPIRe is a dynamic, multi-faceted and highly-international 
school offering exciting and professionally-valuable programmes of study at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels. Our academic staff are engaged in cutting-edge research on a wide variety 
of political issues, including ethno-political conflict, human rights, sustainable development and 
Ireland's role in the European Union, to name just a few. The School is also home to three research 
centres: the UN-linked Centre for Sustainable Development Solutions, the Dublin European Institute, 
and the Institute for British-Irish Studies. UCD SPIRe ranks in the top 50- 100 worldwide in Politics 
and International Relations and Development Studies. Current course offerings include:

•  Undergraduate Modules in the Sustainable Development Goals
•  TCD-UCD Masters in Development Practice: 2 years full time
•  MA / MSc International Development : 1 year full time / 2 years part time
•  PhD in Global Human Development: 3-4 year full time ‘sandwich’ programme jointly offered by 

UCD and one of a number of other universities in Tanzania, Malawi, Zimbabwe and China.

  WWW.UCD.IE/SPIRE 

BEYOND REMITTANCES-DIASPORA VOLUNTEERS IN IRELAND (BR-DVI)
This is a newly formed group consisting of members of the diaspora community resident in Ireland 
and interested in working on international development issues. The group is geared towards engaging 
diaspora members in being part of actively raising awareness about the sustainable development 
goals (SDGs) in local and business communities in their home countries. This group of volunteers 
aims to impress on national leaders in home countries to prioritize SDGs while mainstreaming them 
with national policies, plans, and strategies. This initiative will seek partnership with other voluntary 
organizations and other stakeholders working on the SDGs in Ireland and globally. 

  DIASPORAVOLUNTEERS@GMAIL.COM



ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS IRELAND
EWB-Ireland is dedicated to bridging the gap between academia, industry and NGOs to give Irish 
engineers and scientists opportunities to learn about and contribute to sustainable development 
globally. EWB regularly hold lectures and workshops based on a development or post-disaster 
context. We offer overseas volunteering opportunities for students and professionals both through 
EWB and in partnership with Habitat for Humanity Ireland. 

  WWW.EWB-IRELAND.ORG

DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVES 
Development Perspectives is a development education NGO based in County Louth. The work of 
Development Perspectives is to explore, examine and act upon a range of issues which affects the 
world which we live in. Development Perspectives offers a range of development education projects 
both at home and abroad which individuals can get involved in. To find out more about the work of 
Development Perspectives head to our website or get in touch via Facebook/Twitter. 

#SDGCHALLENGE 

The SDGchallenge is one of Development Perspectives newest projects. The SDGchallenge is a 17 
month project which allows you to gain a deeper understanding of each of the United Nations Global 
Goals and take individual actions on each goal. Each month you will receive an information pack 
detailing each particular goal. You will receive 4 unique challenges which you can take to contribute 
to each goal. You will also be invited to our monthly workshops across Ireland examining each 
particular goal further. Join our growing community of active citizens and take the challenge. 

  #SDGCHALLENGE 

  STEPHANIE@DEVELOPMENTPERSPECTIVES.IE 

   WWW.DEVELOPMENTPERSPECTIVES.IE

VMM INTERNATIONAL
Since 1969, VMM have placed over 3,000 long-term volunteers into the field to work on a variety 
of educational, healthcare, and community development projects established by our partners 
throughout Africa, with the support and assistance of VMM. Our current programmes are focused 
throughout nine African countries and current openings include: an IT Manager in Chad and a 
Compliance Officer in Chad (both French speaking), a Programme Assistant in Ghana, a Logistics 
Officer in Kenya, an Administrator in Sierra Leone, a Midwifery Tutor in Uganda and a Teacher Trainer 
in Malawi. Through our long-lasting relationship network, VMM now offer short-term placements 
with our partners in Ghana, Malawi, and Uganda. These placements can run from 2 weeks to 3 
months, and include teaching assistance and childcare, sports coaching, community development, 
youth initiatives, construction, health & sanitation, film & photography, among others. VMM can 
also arrange ‘bespoke’ placements for people looking to volunteer on a self-funded basis from 1 - 6 
months. For this, the individual will have a specific set of skills which will benefit and positively 
contribute to a project. These placements are ideal for individuals looking to improve skills and gain 
specific experience, while giving back and sharing their talents.

  WWW.VMMINTERNATIONAL.ORG 

KIMMAGE DEVELOPMENT STUDIES CENTRE
For over 40 years, Kimmage DSC has facilitated education and training for development practitioners 
working in a range of occupations from over 65 countries. The ethos of Kimmage DSC is embodied 
in a teaching approach based on participatory learning and critical thinking which seeks to empower 
course participants with the skills and knowledge essential for development work today. Courses at 
Kimmage DSC are designed to prepare participants for work in development in a community, local 
government, youth/adult education, or NGO setting. 

•  BA in International Development taught by Kimmage DSC staff at Maynooth University.
• MA in International Development offered on part-time, full-time and/or distance learning basis 

at Kimmage DSC.
• Foundation level evening courses in range of topics – Humanitarian Emergencies.
• KODE – Kimmage Open & Distance Education – range of short, distance education professional 

development courses.

  WWW.KIMMAGEDSC.IE 



GLOBAL CITIZEN AWARD
The Global Citizen Award is a personal development award that enables you to share your overseas 
volunteering experiences and help raise awareness of global issues in Ireland. The Award is free and 
open to all returned international volunteers. It offers you an opportunity to take what you have 
experienced overseas and continue to make a difference to Global Justice issues right here at home.  
Contact Áine, the GCA Coordinator, for more information on how to register for the award and 
discover more about the Global Citizen Award Journey. Contact: aine@eilireland.org

   WWW.GLOBALCITIZENAWARD.IE

  WWW.IRISHAID.IE

IRISH AID
The Government’s official development assistance programme, administered by the Development 
Cooperation Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

THE JUNIOR PROFESSIONAL INTERNSHIP (JPI) 

Scheme aims to provide valuable experience in development cooperation (policy and practice) to 
highly professional and motivated individuals, who may seek a career in development cooperation 
and related sectors. Further Information: https://www.irishaid.ie/about-us/career-opportunities/
junior-professional-intern/ 

THE UN YOUTH VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME

Emerged from the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s Five-Year Action Agenda, aims to create 
enabling environments for youth engagement in global peace and sustainable human development 
through volunteerism. Further information: www.irishaid.ie/about-us/career-opportunities/un-
volunteering/ 

DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST POSITIONS

The post of Development Specialist (DS) involves the provision of management and technical support 
to the Government’s development cooperation/aid programme (Irish Aid), in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and in Embassies/Missions. The position will offer the opportunity to 
work as part of a highly motivated and skilled team, in a range of disciplines of relevance to the 
policy objectives of the aid programme. Further information:  www.irishaid.ie/about-us/career-
opportunities/development-specialist-competition 

GOAL GLOBAL
GOAL’s mission is to work towards ensuring that the poorest and most vulnerable in our world 
and those affected by humanitarian crises have access to the fundamental rights of life. We offer 
volunteering and graduate opportunities for early career professionals as well as opportunities for 
experienced professionals.

  WWW.GOALGLOBAL.ORG/HOW-TO-HELP/VOLUNTEER

TRÓCAIRE
Are you passionate about global justice and human rights? Become a volunteer with Trócaire in 
Ireland and join the fight for justice! Trócaire is actively looking for schools & youth volunteer, 
campaigns activist volunteer and community/parish volunteers. Email: volunteering@trocaire.org  

  WWW.TROCAIRE.ORG/GETINVOLVED/VOLUNTEER



UCD Volunteers Overseas

UCD International  
Gerard Manley Hopkins Centre

University College Dublin
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland

www.ucdvo.org

#UCDVOConf16+


